Falling by Jent, Deanna

Falling Lands! 
by Deanna Jent 
In the summer of 2010, I began writing what I thought would be a 
nonfiction essay about caring for a teenager with autism. The essay refused 
to take shape, so I took my various drafts to my colleague Jason Sommer 
(English Professor, Poet in Residence at Fontbonne) and asked him to help 
me find a direction. 
To my surprise, he suggested that I turn it into a play. His challenge 
to "just write and see what happens" turned into one of the most exciting 
creative projects I've ever worked on. As I left the reality of my specific life 
and created a world and characters that were informed by my experiences, 
the story began to blossom. 
Thanks to an amazing director (Lori Adams) and original cast (most 
of whom are back for this production), Falling premiered in this theatre 
in the fall of 2011. It won the Kevin Kline Award for Best New Play and 
began a whirlwind journey that took it to Off-Broadway in the fall of 2012, 
to Los Angeles in the fall of 2013, and all over the country in 2014. It's 
being translated into Portuguese for a production in Brazil in 2015! 
In the essay that started it all, I coined the phrase "Extreme 
Parenting." More unbelievable than a reality TV-show, more demanding 
than any sport, Extreme Parenting is like tap-dancing in a mine field . And 
it's not just for families affected by autism; in any home where life has to 
revolve around the extreme needs of one person, "extreme parenting" is in 
play. 
The question I'm asked most often is "What can we do to help 
families like this?" Unfortunately, if I knew the answer to that question, 
I wouldn't have written the play! But I believe that every smart one of 
you seeing this play today can think about possible ways to help, can get 
involved as a volunteer in local organizations, can train to be a respite 
provider, can give the family at the grocery store struggling with sensory 
overload a supportive smile instead of a snide remark. You can connect 
with others to think about big solutions for housing and employment. And 
perhaps most importantly, you can tell the hard truths about your own life . 
In the lobby you will find information about an amazing new day 
habilitation program designed for persons like "Josh" and my son Andy. 
With respect for the strengths of each of their clients, they find meaningful 
work experiences - from creating artwork (for sale in our lobby) to office 
work to creating soap and gift-baskets. I encourage you to support their 
amazing work! 
I send my heartfelt thanks to every person who touched the 
script on its journey. Thanks to Terry Schnuck, for believing and taking 
it to New York. Thanks to the Mustard Seed Theatre Artistic Advisory 
Board, and to my students and colleagues. My biggest thanks go to my 
family, who encouraged me to tell this story faithfully and without fear. 
This production is dedicated to the memory and legacy of my 
Mother, Betty Anne Bantz. 
PLAYWRIGHT 
Deanna Jent graduated from Illinois Wesleyan 
in 1984 with a BFA in Theatre and a minor in 
English. She received her Ph.D. in Theatre from 
Northwestern University in 1989 and began 
teaching full-time at Fontbonne University in 
1995. Now a Professor of Theatre, Deanna also 
founded Mustard Seed Theatre, a professional 
company that focuses on questions of faith and 
social justice and works in-residence at Fontbonne. Deanna is an award-
winning director and playwright. Most recently, her production of All is 
Calm: The Christmas Truce of 1914 won 5 St. Louis Theater Circle awards, 
including Best Director, Best Ensemble and Best Production of a Musical. 
Her play Falling won the Kevin Kline award for Best New Play of 2011, 
and was nominated for a Drama Desk award for Best New Play produced in 
New York City in 2012. Falling played Off-Broadway in the fall of 2012, 
in Los Angeles in the fall of 2013, and has several productions scheduled 
around the country during 2014. It is being translated into Portuguese 
for a production in Brazil in 2015. Deanna has also written several stage 
adaptations of novels that have also been produced around the country, 
including Pride and Prejudice and C.S. Lewis's Till We Have Faces. Deanna 
was selected by the Regional Arts Commission of St. Louis as a 2013 "Arts 
Fellow" and in 2012 was named one of the most influential people in St. 
Louis by Alive magazine. She has three children: Christopher, Lindzey and 
Andy, and lives in Webster Groves MO with her husband, Steve, who is a 
Waldorf grade-school teacher. 
CAST 










CARMEN RUSSELL ° 
DESIGNERS AND CREW 
Director 
Stage Manager 





Movement & Combat 
Props Design 
Production Assistant 
Light Board Operator 
































°Member of Artistic Advisoy Board 
CAST 
Katie Donnelly is thrilled to be back at MST with 
her Falling family! Katie has worked for MST as 
both a stage manager and actor and you can next see 
her in First Lady Suite and Eat Your Heart Out, both 
at RS Theatrics. Katie would like to thank the entire 
cast and crew (eat 'em up!) for making this such a 
wonderful experience and Deanna for this story and 
allowing us to help tell it. She sends so much love to 
her families, both given and chosen, and thanks you 
for supporting local theatre. Go see a play! 
Michelle Hand is so grateful to Deanna and the 
folks at Mustard Seed for the opportunity to return 
to the Martin household and share their story 
again. In addition to the premiere of Falling, she 
has previously appeared in MST's productions of 
Remnant, Fires in the Mirror (Kevin Kline Award 
Nomination), Till We Have Faces and Imaginary 
Jesus. Most recently, she made her Off-Broadway 
debut with The St. Louis Actor's Studio production 
of Day of the Dog. She'd like to send thanks to her 
friends and family for their support, to Tim and Liv 
for their love and to Mr. Welch, who started it all. 
Daniel Lanier is very grateful to be working with 
MST again. He holds a BA in Acting and Directing 
('07) and will earn a MA in Theater Education 
('15) both from Fontbonne. Daniel has also acted 
and designed for Shakespeare Festival of St. Louis, 
HotCity Theatre, St. Louis Shakespeare, Echo 
Theatre, Orange Girls, Insight Theatre and Shooting 
Star Productions. Outside of the theater, Daniel is a 
member of local acoustic rock group, "Daniel and Eddie." A big thanks to 
Deanna Jent and Michael Sullivan, to the cast and crew of Falling, to his 
parents, Jim and Annette for their constant support, and to his future wife, 
Julie Venegoni for being the best pal and 'panion that a Beeb could ever 
have ;) 
CAST 
Greg Johnston could not be happier to be back 
with the Martin family for this production. The 
original production of Falling and all that occurred 
before, during and after, is one of best theatre 
experiences of his life. Greg was seen in last year's 
award winning production of Waiting for Godot at 
St. Louis Actors Studio (St Louis Theater Circle 
Awards for Outstanding Ensemble in a Comedy 
and Outstanding Production of a Comedy). Greg 
has been honored to appear on the boards of many 
stages in our town and elsewhere including: The 
Repertory Theatre of St. Louis, HotCity Theatre, The New Jewish, Theatre 
Shakespeare Festival of St Louis, The Kentucky Repertory Theatre and 
The Kansas City Rep to name a few. Greg has also worked as a director 
and producer with RiverCity Theatre as well as other companies. Later this 
year, Greg will be seen in HotCity's production of A Normal Heart and then 
in Rembrandt's Gift at Dramatic License. 
Carmen Russell is thrilled to reprise her role as 
Grammy Sue. Her other MST shows including Jane 
Eyre, Shadowlands, and Tartuffe. In 2012 she appeared 
in Act Inc's Kind Sir where she and her husband, Jesse, 
received a Judy Award as Funniest Couple. Behind the 
scenes, Carmen works as MST's Managing Director 
and serves on the Artistic Advisory Board. She is also 
a member of the Fontbonne Community Connection 
and is interim chair of the Communication Disorders 
and Deaf Education Department at Fontbonne. 
Studies in Autism Spectrum Disorders at 
Fontbonne University: 
Fontbonne offers both a Master of Arts concentration and a 
professional certificate in Autism Spectrum Disorders. For more 
information please pick up a brochure in the lobby. 
DESIGNERS & CREW 
Meg Brinkley returned to theatre work as Prop 
Master on the inaugural production of Falling in 
2011, and is joyful to revisit it now. Recent projects 
include HotCity's Red Light Winter & Kosher 
Lutherans, Mustard Seed's Gee's Bend & All Is 
Calm, and Fontbonne University's Fit. Her next 
project is St Louis Shakespeare Festival's Henry IV 
and V. Thanks and love to Deanna, Michael, Tanya, 
and always, much love to Chuck and her three 
exasperating, wonderful sons. 
Jessica Haley recently graduated from Fontbonne 
University with aBA in Performing Arts. When 
Falling was first produced at Mustard Seed, she 
had the pleasure of being assistant stage manager. 
The show became such a big part of her life, and 
she can't explain how excited and honored she is 
to once again be involved in the process. Jessica 
would like to thank her family and friends for all 
of their love and support, the amazing cast and 
crew for being so wonderful to work with, and Deanna for giving her this 
opportunity and believing in her, even when she had trouble believing in 
herself. 
Shaun Sheley has worked as an actor, director, or fight 
choreographer, with Stages St. Louis, The MUNY, 
Hot City Theatre, The St. Louis Rep., Vanity Theatre 
Productions, Washington University, Fontbonne 
University, Webster University, Lindenwood 
University, and Missouri Baptist University. Shaun 
has appeared in off-Broadway productions and has 
an MFA in Directing from Lindenwood University. 
He teaches classes in movement, stage combat and 
theatre history at Webster's Theatre Conservatory and at the University of 
Missouri St. Louis. Much love to Colleen, Lillian, Jack, Kate and Miranda. 
DESIGNERS & CREW 
John C. Stark designed Mustard Seed's original 
production of Falling in 2011 and he is excited 
to be involved with this version of this touching 
piece of theatre. John also designed the Off-
Broadway production of Falling in 2012 at the 
Minetta Lane Theatre. His other St. Louis credits 
include The Whipping Man and Way to Heaven 
at the New Jewish Theatre. John is a Professor 
of Theatre at Illinois State University. He has 
also taught at Arizona State University and Illinois Wesleyan University, 
which is where he met Mustard Seed's artistic director Deanna Jent. John 
has worked extensively for the Illinois Shakespeare Festival where he has 
produced 26 designs since 1993. Other credits include work in Chicago 
for Drury Lane Theatre, A Red Orchid Theatre, Victory Gardens, The Next 
Theatre, Seannachi Theatre and Noble Fool Theatricals. His 1997 design 
for Famous Door Theatre's The Living garnered a Joseph Jefferson award 
for excellence in Scenic Design. John has also produced work in his 
native Nebraska as well as New York, Arizona, California, Pennsylvania, 
Indiana and Missouri. 
Jane Sullivan has designed costumes for Gee's 
Bend, All is Calm,Shadowlands, Godspell, Playland 
and Going to See the Elephant for Mustard Seed 
Theatre; Intelligent Life, The Winners, Goodbye 
Ruby Tuesday and The Divine Sister for Hotcity. 
Jane has also worked with ACT INC, Dramatic 
License Productions. Ozark Actors Theatre and 
Fontbonne University. She has recently joined the 
MST administrative staff. Thanks to Deanna for sharing this story with us 
and for letting me be a part of this production; Michael, Mark and Zoe for 
their love, encouragement and support. 
SPECIAL THANKS 
Laurie Walters 
Village of the Blue Rose 
DESIGNERS & CREW 
Michael Sullivan is a founding member of Mustard 
Seed Theatre, an Associate Professor in the theatre 
program at Fontbonne, the Technical Director and 
resident Lighting Designer. In the past two years, 
Michael's lighting designs for All is Calm (Mustard Seed 
Theatre) and Way to Heaven (New Jewish Theatre) won 
the St. Louis Theatre Circle Awards. Michael's Mustard 
Seed Theatre lighting designs also include Shadowlands, 
Jane Eyre and An Almost Holy Picture (Kevin Kline 
nomination) . Upcoming projects include Lend Me a 
Tenor and London Suite for Act Inc at Lindenwood 
University. Much love to Jane, Mark and Zoe. 
Zoe Sullivan is a Senior Performing Arts Major 
at Fontbonne University, and she couldn't be 
. more thrilled to be involved in Falling once again . 
. The original production back in 2011 gave her 
the opportunity for her first ever sound design, 
and she is so excited to reprise that role as well 
as take on Assistant Stage Management for this 
production. Zoe recently designed sound for The 
Price and Hannah Senesh at New Jewish Theatre, 
and for Entertaining Mr. Sloane at HotCity Theatre. Many thanks to her 
parents and Jenny for the tough love and for Deanna, Meg, Bess and "Hey 
You" for the opportunities. GO SEE A PLAY! 
mustard seed 
theatre 
Mustard Seed Theatre 
6800 Wydown Blvd. 




INFORMATION ABOUT AUTISM: 
Autism is a developmental disorder of brain function characterized 
by three major types of symptoms: impaired social interaction, problems 
with verbal and nonverbal communication, and unusual or severely limited 
activities and interests. People who have an Autism Spectrum Disorder handle 
information in their brain differently from other people. 
Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASDs) affect each person in different 
ways, and can range from very mild to severe. People with ASDs share some 
similar symptoms, such as problems with social interaction. But there are 
differences in when the symptoms start, how severe they are, and the exact 
nature of the symptoms. In its most severe form, autism may include extreme 
self-injurious, repetitive, highly unusual, and aggressive behaviors. 
A person with an ASD might: 
• Not respond to their name by 12 months 
• Not point at objects to show interest (point at an airplane flying over) 
by 14 months 
• Not play "pretend" games (pretend to "feed" a doll) by 18 months 
• Avoid eye contact and want to be alone 
• Have trouble understanding other people's feelings or talking about 
their own feelings 
• Have delayed speech and language skills 
• Repeat words or phrases over and over (echolalia) 
• Give unrelated answers to questions 
• Get upset by minor changes 
• Have obsessive interests 
• Flap their hands, rock their body, or spin in circles 
• Have unusual reactions to the way things sound, smell, taste, look, or 
feel 
There is currently no cure for ASDs. However, research shows 
that early intervention treatment services can greatly improve a child's 
development. 
ASDs occur in all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic groups, but are four 
times more likely to occur in boys than in girls. CDC estimates that between 
about 1 in 80 and 1 in 240, with an average of 1 in 110, children in the United 
States have an ASD. 
Information is from the CDC website: 
http://www .cdc .gov /ncbddd/ autism/facts .html 
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2014-2015 Season 
J-j urn~J} l~rr~jJ} 
written by Jennifer Blackmer 
August 29 - September 14,2014 
This world-premier explores the treasonous 
relationship between a US Cultural Advisor 
and an Iraqi woman during the Iraq war. 
ALL IS C4lM 
November 14 - December 14,2014 
This a capella musical is a poignant look 
at man s humanity during a time of war. 
Based on a true story. 
April 3 - 19,2015 
written by Rob Maesaka 
February 6 - 22, 2015 
In this world-premiere when bombs drop 
on Pearl Harbor, a man aboard a ship must 
choose between duty to his country and love 
jor his Japanese-American girlfriend. 
by Joshua Cook 
In this world-premiere comedy ojmanners, a young 
man searches jor "truth" while living in virtual ' 
reality and explores the "reality " ojlife offline. 
www.mustardseedtheatre.com 
